GILPIN COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY
CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING
February 10, 2009

The regular monthly meeting of the Gilpin County Democratic Central Committee was held at the Gilpin County Library on February 10, 2009 and was called to order by Chair Les Barstow at 7:11 p.m.
Attendees included the following people:
	Les Barstow, Chair
	Larry Koppelman

	Richard Gee, Secretary
	Sandy Hollingsworth

	Wes Isenhart, Vice Chair
	Gail Watson

	Bob Masslich
	Julie Shaw

	Jackie Conley
	Lynn Hirschman

	John Thomas
	John Clower, Treasurer

	Ron Slinger, Central City Mayor
	Marian Parker

	Linda Isenhart
	Angelica Schroeder

	Jeanne Nicholson
	Anne Schafer, Assessor

	Don Devereux
	



The Chair determined that a quorum of Central Committee members was present.
The Chair explained that the main purpose of tonight’s meeting was the biennial reorganization of the Central Committee; principally the election of County Party Officers.  The County has a Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer, all of whom are elected at the biennial reorganization meeting.
Commissioner Jeanne Nicholson was recognized to give a report of the Nominating Committee.
The Chair declared open the nominations for the Chair of the Central Committee.   On motion by Jeanne Nicholson, seconded by precinct committeeperson Ron Slinger, Jackie Conley was nominated as Chair by acclamation.
Ms. Conley thereafter assumed the Chair.
The Chair declared open the nominations for the Vice Chair of the Central Committee.  On Motion by Secretary Richard Gee and seconded by precinct committeeperson Ron Slinger, two candidates were put forward for election; Marion Parker and Lynn Hirshman.
Both candidates then spoke on behalf of their candidacy.
There being no further nominations, the nominations were closed on motion by Secretary Richard Gee seconded by Treasurer John Clower.   Lynn Hirshman was elected as Vice Chair by the Central Committee.
The Chair declared open the nominations for the Secretary of the Central Committee.  On motion by Richard Gee seconded by John Clower, David Walker was elected Secretary by acclamation.  As David Walker was not at the meeting, Richard Gee volunteered to take the minutes of the meeting.
 The Chair declared open the nominations for the Treasurer of the Central Committee.  On motion by Jeanne Nicholson seconded by Wes Isenhart, John Clower was elected Treasurer by acclamation.
On motion of Jeanne Nicholson seconded by Ron Slinger, the minutes of the previous minutes were approved unanimously.
The Committee approved the Treasurer’s report unanimously.
Linda Isenhart, representing the Food Bank thanked the Gilpin Democrats for their matching donations to the food bank at the Inaugural Party.  The Chair also thanked everyone who attended.
The Chair discussed the formation of various committees to streamline the work on the Central Committee.  She appointed the following persons to a Bylaws Committee:  The Chair, Bob Maslich, Les Barstow and Jeanne Nicholson.
Angelina Schroeder the newly appointed representative to the State Board of Education, then gave a short speech.
Lynn Hirschman gave a short speech suggesting that the Committee set up a Young Democrats group in Gilpin County.  The Chair appointed her as the Chair of the Outreach Committee for Youth.
The Chair discussed the formation of a Public Relations Committee to be chaired by the Secretary and appointed Lynn Hirschman and Les Barstow to the committee.
On motion by Ron Slinger and seconded by Jeanne Nicholson, the Committee appointed Kelly Conley to improve on the website.
Jackie said that it was unclear how the Platform Committee was structured last year; it was a missed opportunity to comment and she suggests an ongoing committee be formed.

Bob commented that a Finance and Events committee would need more lead time for planning. It was suggested that Sandy, Gussie, Bob and Betsy be included. John Clower agreed to chair this committee.

Discussion about fire mitigation issues, county wide wildfire protection plan is being developed. It was suggested that information about upcoming meetings be forwarded to all county Democrats, not just meeting attendees. Jeannie will take the lead on this; her next Fireside Chat is focused on Fire Mitigation including CWPP.

Sandy suggested that the Gilpin Dems website include a list-serve function to subscribe and unsubscribe plus a way for others to post events and list our committee members. Jackie will discuss these ideas with Kelly.

Discussion regarding past petition to address gun safety in neighborhoods. Dick Detsch had obtained over 300 signatures then he and Jackie had presented it to the GC Commissioners. It was an emotional issue and they inquired about state statutes. Jeannie said that the GC Commissioners are researching other counties' ordinances. 
It's a polarizing issue including considerations for gun rights and for the safety of children riding bikes on rural roads. Jeannie said that she would be happy to present about this issue at a future Democrats meeting, will need 15 minutes to present the different sides of the issue plus 15 minutes for Q & A. It was asked if the NRA needs to be involved if a work session is held. 
Jackie invited everyone to send her agenda items, she will send a request out prior to each meeting.
Ann would like to do an information session on Property Tax Assessments to dispel myths and answer questions. She is scheduled for the March 12 Fireside Chat hosted by Jeannie.
State Democrats JJ Dinner is March 7. Jackie has reserved a table for 10, cost is $900. Please let Jackie know if you would like to attend and send your check to John Clower. This will coincide with the state reorganization and include a silent auction fundraiser. Elected representatives will be attending. Theme is “Celebrating Change”. 
The county reorganization must be done prior to the state reorganization every 2 years. Jackie and Lynn will attend the state reorganization as voting members. Ron, Larry and Sandy expressed interest in attending.
Les let Jackie know that she needs to inform Jessica Lovinger and Pat Waak of the new GC Dems officers.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.



